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October jth.
Beecham at rehearsal. A player said: " You said you'd beat
4 in that bar, sir, but you're only beating two." Beecham:
" You're thinking of another bar." A voice : " Four ale bar."
Roars of laughter.
When Henry Wood conducts, he changes three times a
day. Perspiration. It drops out of the back of his flannel
jacket, having penetrated it. Always takes his waistcoat
off.
Cedric 1 spoke very highly of his extraordinary energy. Often
stays up till 2 or 3 or all night, reading scores. On a Wednesday,
in midst of Birmingham Festival rehearsals, he said: " Energy 1
You shall see next Monday—I shall have some sleep on Sunday
night. Wait and see me on Monday."
October 8th.
2nd Post-Impressionist Exhibition. Self-satisfied smiles of most
people as they entered. One large woman of ruling classes with
a large voice and face-d-mains, in front of a mediocre picture:
" Now no one will ever persuade me that the man who painted
that was serious. He was just pulling our legs." Self-satisfied
smiles all over the place all the time. One reason of the popular-
ity of these shows is that they give the grossly inartistic leisured
class an opportunity to feel artistically superior. A slight under-
current of appreciation here and there. A woman to whom a
young man pointed out a pencil drawing by Matisse said:
" That's what I call beautiful." (It was.)
I met Frank Harris. He was prepared on principle to admire
everything, though there was a large proportion of absolutely
uninteresting work. When I said I had seen much better
Picassos than there were there he hardened at once. " I find it
all interesting," he said grimly. The photograph room, where
photos of Gauguin, Van Gogh, etc. supposed to be on sale, was
in charge of an ignorant young ass who had all the worst qualities,
from the languishing drawl to the non fiossumus attitude, of the
English salesman.
October loth.
Dinner,   Talking about women's suffrage, someone said that it
would come when the majority -wanted it, and George Moore
1 Cedric Sharpe, the well-known 'cellist.
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